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Claims 1,3-14, 16-26, and 28-45 are now pending in this application. Claims 2, 1 5, and 
27 have been canceled without prejudice, waiver, or disclaimer. Claims 1, 12, 14, 19, 21, 25, 
and 28 hav^ been amended. No new matter has been added. Claims 1 -45 are rejected. 



The 
35 US.C. § 
Matchmatkei*, 
business on 



rejection of Claims 1-3, 5, jS, 9-1 1, 13-19, 22, 23, and 25-28 under 
103(a) as being unpatentable over the service MatchMaker, referred to as 

offered bywww.graingeii.com in view of "Manufacturing Marketplace opens for 
the WWW", referred to as Manufacturing Marketplace, is respectfully traversed. 
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states 
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for a lamp, 
Matchmakei 
selection 
been obviouls 



or a list o; 
by cHcIdng 
required 



spe:s 



9D-EC-19337 
PATENT 



A|j|> licants assume that Claims 7, 8, 12, 20, 21 are rejected as being unpatentable over 
in view of Manufacturing Maike^lace because the Office Action stales on page 2, 
as stated in the Non-Fiiial RejectionfP^er # 18) are maintained.'* The non-final 
on page 5, ^Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
time the invention was made to store any data in the fields of the catalog - whether 

liiotor, air-conditioning uni^ or otherwise - for use in the product-finding 

i 

system, as shown in Grainiger, because such data docs not functionally relate to the 
I itself and merely labeling the data differently from that in the prior art would have 
matter of design choice. .JA similar analysis ^plies to claims 7, 8. 12, 20 and 21." 



MatchMaker describes a methoc^ including selecting a search category, seeing a product 
^f products that match search criteria, and getting more information about a product/item 
an item # (page 2). The tnethod also includes choosing a search criteria that fits 
fiom one of the categoric (page 3). 



Manufacturing Mariietplace describes a service that guides through a series of questions 
with multiply choices (page 1). After making selections, a finder will search a product database 
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Claim 1 recites a method for production selection assistance, the method including 
product category selection; matching the product category selection against a 
lase to detertnine a plurality of matched products; displaying a product matrix 
a product entry for each of ttie matched products, each product entry comprising a 
and at least one product configuration parameter associated with the matched 
p!^esenting a product configuration question relating to the at least one product 
parameter displayed in the product matrix, wherein said presenting the product 
question comprises presenting the product configuration question associated with a 
product configuration parameter chosen fiom the at least one product configuration 
receiving a product configuration answer; and responsively updating the product 
on the product configuration answer to eliminate at least one product entry in the 
, wherein said responsively updating comprises removing the selected product 
parameter fix»m the product matrix." 



Neit ler MatchMakcr nor Manufacturing Marketplace, consideiied alone or in 
combinatioi^ describe or suggest a method for production selection assistance recited in Claim 1 . 

neither MatchMaker nor Manufacturing Marketplace, considered alone or in 
combinatioi|, describe or suggest responsively updating the product matrix based on the product 
configuratio a answer to eliminate at least one product entry in the product matrix, where 
responsivel}[ updating includes removing the selected product configuration parameter from the 
Rather, MatchMaker describes selecting a search category, seeing a product or a 
of produjsts that match search criteria, getting more information about a product/item by 
item #, and choosing a search criteria that fits required specs fit)m one of the 
Ivlanufacturing Marketplace describes guiding through a series of questions with 
and after making selections, a finder searches a product database for any 
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matching products. Accordingly, neither Matchmaker nor Manufacturing Marketplace, 
considered alone or in combination, describe or suggest responsively updating, where 
responsively updating includes removing the selected product configuration parameter fiom the 
product matrix. For the reasons set foith above. Claim 1 is submitted to be patentable over 
MatchMaker in view of Manufacturing Marketplace- 



Claim 2 has been canceled. Cl^ms 
the recitations of Claims 3 and 5-13 ar^ 
1, ^pUeants submit that dependent C: aims 
in view of Manufacturing Maike^lace. 



selection £ 



f selection 



Claim 14 recites a product 
interface; a processing circuit coupled 
the processing circuit, the memory 
for: receiving a product category 
product category selection against a 
products; displaying a product matrix 
products; each product entry comprising 
parameter associated with the 
related to the at least one product conJ 
receiving a product configuration ax 
the product configuration answer to 
product configuration question based 
&e at least one product configuration 
updating include instructions to remove 
product Dbatrix." 



3 and 5-13 depend fix)m independent Claim 1. When 
considered in combination with the recitations of Claim 
3 and 5-13 Ukewise are patentable over MatchMaker 



assistance tool including ''a communication 
to the communication interface; and a memory coupled to 
stoijing, for execution by the processing circuit, instmctions 

over the communication interface; matching the 
product database to determine a plurality of matched 
c omprising a product entry for each of the matched 

a model identifier and at least one product configuration 
matched products; presenting a product configuration question 
fixation parameter displayed in the product matrix; 

; and responsively updating the product matrix based on 
at least one product entry in the product matrix, the 
a selected product configuration parameter chosm fix>m 
p mimeter, wherein the instructions for responsively 
the selected product configuration parameter from the 
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Neither MatchMaker nor Manufacturing Marketplace, considered alone or in 
combination, describe or suggest a product selection assistance tool as recited in Claim 14. 
Specificsllly, neither MatchMaker nor Manufacturing Marketplace, considered alone or in 
combination, describe or suggest the instructions for responsively updating include instructions 
to remove the selected product configuration parameter from the product matrix. Rather, 
MatchM^er describes selecting a search category, seeing a product or a list of products that 
match search criteria, getting more infonnation about a product/item by clicking on an item #, 
and choosing a search criteria that fits required specs from one of the categories. ManufBu:turing 
Marketplace describes guiding through a series of questions with multiple choices and after 
making selections, a finder searches a product database for any matching products. Accordingly, 
neither Matchmaker nor Manufacturing Marketplace, considered alone or in combination, 
describe or suggest instructions to remove the selected product configuration parameter fixsm the 
product matrix. For the reasons set forth above. Claim 14 is submitted to be patentable over 
MatchMaker in view of Manufacturing Marketplace. 

Claim 15 has been canceled. Claims 16-18 d^end fit>m independent Claim 14. When 
the recitations of Claims 1 6-1 8 are considered in combination with the recitations of Claim 1 4, 
Applicants submit that dependent Qaims 16-18 likewise are patentable over MatchMaker in 
view of Manufacturing Maricetplace. 

Claim 19 recites a product selection assistance Internet w^ page including ''a matrix 
panel comprising a product matrix displaying a plurality of products using individual product 
entries comprising a model identifier and at least one product configuration parameter associated 
with the products; and a product configuration panel displaying a product configuration question 
and accepting a product configuration answer, the product matrix responsively updating based on 
the product configuration answer to ehminate at least one product entry in the product matrix, 
wherein the product configuration question relates to the at least one product configuration 
parameter displayed in the product matrix, the product configuration question based on a selected 
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product configuration parameter chosen from (he at least one product configuration parameter, 
and wherein the product matrix is responsively updated by removing the selected product 
configumtioD parameter firom the product matrix." 

Neither MatchMaker nor Manufacturing Marketplace, considered alone or in 
combination, describe or suggest a product selection assistance Internet web page as recited in 
Claim IS*. Specifically, neither MatchMaker nor Manufacturing Marke^lace, consido^ alone 
or in combination, describe or suggest the product matrix is responsively updated by removing 
the selected product configuration parameter fit>m the product matrix. Rather, MatchMaker 
describes selecting a search category, seeing a product or a list of products that match search 
criteria, getting more information about a product/item by clicking on an item #, and choosing a 
search criteria that fits required specs fiom one of the categories. Manu£Eicturing Marketplace 
describes guiding through a series of questions with multiple choices and after making 
selections, a finder searches a product database for any matching products. Accordingly, neither 
Matchmaker nor Manufacturing Marketplace^ considered alone or in combination, describe or 
suggest the product matrix is responsively updated by removing the selected product 
configuration parameter fi-om the product matrix. For the reasons set forth above. Claim 19 is 
submitted to be patentable over MatchMaker in view of Manufacturing Marketplace. 

Clahns 20-23 depend fiom independent Claim 19. When the recitations of Claims 20-23 
are considered in combination with the recitations of Claim 19, Applicants submit that dependent 
Claims 20-23 likewise are patentable over MatchMaker in view of Manufacturing Marketplace. 

Claim 25 recites a con:q>uter program product including **a storage medium readable by a 
processing circuit and storing for execution by the processing circuit: instructions for receiving a 
product category selection; instructions for matching the product category selection against a 
product database to determine a plurality of matched products; instmctions for displaying 
prodiict matrix comprising a product entry for each of the matched products, each product entry 
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comprising a model identifier and at least one product coniiguration parameter associated with 
the matched products; instructions for presenting a product configuration question related to the 
at least one product configuration parameter displayed in the product matrix, wherein said 
instructions for presenting include instructions configured to present the product configuration 
question ^associated with a selected product configuration parameter chosen fiom the at least one 
product configuration parameter; instructions for receiving a product configuration answer; and 
instructions for responsively updating the product matrix based on the product configuration 
answer to eliminate at least one product entry in the pixKluct matrix, wherein the instructions for 
responsively updating include instructions configured to remove the selected product 
configuration parameter fix>m the product matrix.*' 

Neither MatchMaker nor Manufacturing Marketplace, considered alone or in 
combination, describe or suggest a computer program product as recited in Claim 25. 
Specifically, neither MatchMaker nor Manufacturing Marketplace, considered alone or in 
combination, des^be or suggest instructions for responsively updating, where the instructions 
for responsively updating include instructions configured to remove the selected product 
configuration parameter fiom the product matrix. Rather, MatchMaker describes selecting a 
search category, seeing a product or a list of products that match search oiteria, getting more 
information about a product/item by clicking on an item #, and choosing a search criteria that fits 
required specs fiom one of the categories. Manufacturing Marketplace describes guiding 
througlh 3 series of questions with multiple choices and after making selections, a finder searches 
a product database for any matching products. Accordingly, neither MatchMaker nor 
Manufecturing Marketplace, considered alone or in combination, describe or suggest instructions 
configured to remove as recited in Claim 25. For the reasons set fortii above. Claim 25 is 
submitted to be patentable over MatchMaker in view of Manufacturing Marketplace. 

Claim 27 is canceled. Claims 26 and 28 depend fix)m independent Claim 25. When the 
recitations of Claims 26 and 28 are considered in combination with the recitations of Claim 25, 
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Applicants submit that dependent Claims 26 and 28 likewise are patentable over MatchMaker in 
view of Manufacturing Maiketplace. 

For the reasons set forth above, Applicants respectfully request that the rejection of 
Claims 1-3, 5-23, and 25-28 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) be withdrawn. 

Applicants assume that Claims 30-45 are rejected as being unpatentable over 
MatchMaker in view of Manufacturing Marketplace, and further in view ofMaytag.com, 
referred tt> as Maytag, WhiripooI.com, referred to as Whirlpool, Kenmore.com, referred to as 
Kenmore; and Frigidaire.com, referred to as Frigidaire, because the OfBce Action states on page 
2, **The rejections as stated in the Non-Final Rejection(Paper # 1 8) are maintained'*. The non- 
final rejeetion states on pages 4-5, **Examiner would like to point out that all of the features used 
for product-selection as recited in the claims - such as temperature, color, energy efficiency 
ratio, etc. - are well-known in the art of household appliances to describe air conditioners, 
refiigerators, washers and dryers [See wel^ages excised from Maytag.coni, Whirlpool.com, 
Kemnore'xom and Frigidare.com] and would have been an obvious design choice by the catalog 
administrator in defining the parameters of each appliance. . .Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to store any 
data in the fields of the catalog — whether for a lamp, motor, air-conditioning imit or otherwise — 
for use in;the product-finding MatchMaker system, as shown in Grainger, because such data does 
not functionally relate to the selection tool itself and merely labeling the data differently firom 
that in the prior art would have been obvious matter of design choice.' ' 

MatchMaker and Manufacturing Marketplace are described above. 

Wiirlpool describes Whirlpool products, Kenmore describes Kenmore products, 
Frigidaire describes Frigidaire products, and Maytag describes Maytag products. 
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Applicants respectfully re-submit that Whirlpool, Kenmore^ Frigidairc, and Maytag are 
improper references because publication date of the references is November 24, 2003, which is 
not befoce the fibng date» January 10, 2000, of the above-referenced apphcation. For at least this 
reason. Claims 30-45 are submitted to be patentable over Matchmaker, in view of Manufacturing 
Marketplace, and further in view of Whirlpool, Kenmore, Frigidaire, and Maytag. 

Qaims 30-33 depend on independent Claim 1 which recites a method for production 
selection; assistance, the method including **receiving a product category selection; matching the 
product category selection against a product database to determine a plurality of matched 
products; displaying a product matrix comprising a product entry for each of the matched 
products, each product entry comprising a model identifier and at least one product configuration 
parameter associated with the matched products; presenting a product configuration question 
relating to the at least one product configuration parameter displayed in the product matrix, 
wherein said presenting the product configuration question comprises presenting the product 
configuration question associated with a selected product configuration parameter chosen fiom ' 
the at least one product configuration parameter, receiving a product configuration answer; and 
responsively updating the product matrix based on the product configuration answer to eliminate 
at least one product entry in the product matrix, wherein said responsively updating comprises 
removing the selected product configuration parameter fiom the product matrix." 

Nbne of MatchMakCT, Manufacturing Marketplace, Maytag, Kenmore, Whirlpool, and 
Frigidaire, considered alone or in combination, describe or suggest re^onsively updating the 
product itatrix based on the product configuration answer to eliminate at least one product entry 
in the prcduct matrix, where responsively updating includes removing the selected product 
configuration parameter fiom the product matrix. Rather, MatchMaker describes selecting a 
search category, seeing a product or a list of products that match seareh criteria, getting more 
information about a product/item by clicking on an item #, and choosing a search criteria that fits 
required specs fiom one of the categories. Manufacturing Marketplace describes guiding 
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through a series of questions with multiple choices and after making selections, a finder searches 
a product database for any matching products. Whirlpool describes Whirlpool products, 
Kenmore describes Kenmore products, Frigidaire describes Frigidaire products, and Maytag 
describes Maytag products. For the reasons set forth above. Claim 1 is submitted to be 
patentabie over MatchMaker, in view of Manufacturing Maricetplace, and further in view of 
Maytag, Whirlpool, Kenmore, and Frigidaire. 

When the recitations of Claims 30-33 are considered in combination with the recitations 
of Claim 1, Applicants submit that dependent Claims 30-33 likewise are patentable over 
MatchMaker, in view of Manufacturing Marke^lace, and further in view of Maytag™, 
Whirlpool™, Kenmore™, and Frigidaire™. 

Claims 34-37 depend on Claim 14 which recites a product selection assistance tool 
including "a communication interface; a processing circuit coupled to the communication 
interface; and a memory coupled to the processing circuit, the memory storing, for execution by 
the processing circuit, instructions for: receiving a product category selection over the 
commumcation interface; matching the product category selection against a product database to 
determine a plurality of matched products; displaying a product matrix con^rising a product 
entry for ^ach of the matched products, each product entry comprising a model identifier and at 
least one product configuration parameter associated with the matched products; presenting a 
product configuration question related to the at least one product configuration parameter 
displayed in the product matrix;-receiving a product configuration answer, and responsively 
updating Ihe product matrix based on the product configuration answer to eliminate at least one 
product entry in the product matrix, the product configuration question based on a selected 
product csonfiguration parameter chosen fit)m the at least one product configuration parameter, 
wherein the instructions for responsively updating include instructions to remove the selected 
product djnfiguration parameter from the product matrix." 
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None of MatchMaker, Manufacturing Maiketplace, Maytag, Kenmore, Whirlpool, and 
Frigidaire, considered alone or in combination, describe or suggest instructions to remove the 
selected product configuration parameter ftom the product matrix. Rather, MatchMaker 
describes selecting a search category, seeing a product or a list of products that match search 
criteria, getting more information about a product/item by clicking on an item #, and choosing a 
search criteria that fits required specs from one of the categories. Manufacturing Maiketplace 
describes guiding through a series of questions with multiple choices and after making 
selections, a finder searches a product database for any matching products. Whirlpool describes 
Whirlpool products, Kenmore describes Kenmore products, Frigidaire describes Frigidaire 
products^ and Maytag describes Maytag products. For the reasons set forth above. Claim 14 is 
submitted to be patentable over MatchMaker, in view of Manufacturing Marketplace, and further 
in view of Maytag. Whirlpool, Kenmore, and Frigidaire. 

When the recitations of Claims 34-37 are considered in combination with the recitations 
of Claim 14, Applicants submit that dependent Claims 34-37 likewise are patentable over 
MatchMaker, in view of Manu&cturing Maiketplace, and fiirther in view of Maytag, Whirlpool, 
Kenmore, and Frigidaire. 

C^aims 38-41 depend on Claim 19 which recites a product selection assistance Internet 
web page including "a niatrix panel comprising a product matrix displaying a plurality of 
products osing individual product entries comprising a model identifier and at least one product 
configuration parameter associated with the products; and a product configuration panel 
displaying a product configuration question and accepting a product configuration answer, the 
product matrix responsively updating based on the product configuration answer to eliminate at 
least one product entry in the product matrix, wherein the product configuration question relates 
to the at least one product configuration parameter displayed in the product matrix, the product 
configuration question based on a selected product configuration parameter chosen fi^om the at 
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least one product configuration parameter, and wherein the product matrix is responsively 
updated by removing the selected product configuration parameter from the product matrix." 

None of MatchMaker, Manufacturing Marketplace, Maytag, Kenmore, Whirlpool, and 
Frigidair^, considered alone or in combination, describe or suggest the product matrix is 
responsively updated by removing the selected product configuration parameter from the product 
matrix. Rather, MatchMaker describes selecting a search category, seeing a product or a list of 
products ithat match search criteria^ getting more information about a product/item by clicking on 
an item and choosing a search criteria that fits required specs from one of the categories. 
Manufecturing Marketplace describes guiding through a series of questions with multiple 
choices and after making selections, a finder searches a product database for any matching 
products. Whirlpool describes Whirlpool products, Kenmore describes Ketmiore products, 
Frigidaire describes Frigidaiie products, and Maytag describes Maytag products. For the reasons 
set forth above. Claim 19 is submitted to be patentable over MatchMaker, in view of 
Manufacturing Madcelplace, and further in view of Maytag, Whirlpool, Kemnore, and Frigidaire. 

When the recitations of Claims 38-41 are considered in combination with the recitations 
of Claim 19, Applicants submit that dependent Claims 38-41 likewise are patentable over 
MatchMaker, in view of Manufacturing Marketplace, and further in view of Maytag, Whiripool, 
Kenmore, and Frigidaire. 

Claims 42-45 depend on Claim 25 which recites a computer program product including 
"a storage medium readable by a processing circuit and storing for execution by the processing 
circuit: instructions for receiving a product category selection; instructions for matching the 
product category selection against a product database to determine a plurality of matched 
products;; instructions for displaying product matrix comprising a product entry for each of the 
matched products, each product entry comprising a model identifier and at least one product 
configuration parameter associated with the matched products; instructions for presenting a 
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product configuration question related to the at least one product configuration parameter 
displayed in the product matrix, wherein said instructions for presenting include instructions 
configured to present the product configuration question associated with a selected product 
configuration parameter chosen fi-om the at least one product configuration parameter, 
instnictioens for receiving a product configuration answer; and instructions far responsively 
updating the product matrix based on the product configuration answer to eliminate at least one 
product entry in the product matrix, wherein the instructions for rc^nsively updating include 
instructioiis configured to remove the selected product configuration parameter fixtm the product 
matrix." 

None of MatchMaker, Manufecturing Marketplace, Maytag, Kenmore, Whirlpool, and 
Frigidaire, considered alone or in combinatLan, describe or suggest instructions for responsively 
updating,, where the instructions for responsively updating include instructions configured to 
remove the selected product configuration parameter fiom the product matrix. Rather, 
MatchMaker describes selecting a search category, seeing a product or a list of products that 
match search criteria, getting more information about a product/item by clicking on an item #, 
and choosing a search criteria that fits required specs from one of the categories. Manufacturing 
Marketplace describes guiding through a series of questions with multiple choices and after 
making selections, a finder searches a product database for any matching products. Whirlpool 
describes Whirlpool products, Kemnore describes Kenmore products, Frigidaire describes 
Frigidaire products, and Maytag describes Maytag products. For the reasons set forth above. 
Claim 25 is submitted to be patentable over Manufacturing Maricetplace, and fiuther in view of 
Maytag, Whirlpool, Kenmore, and Frigidaire. 

Cliainis 42-45 depend fiom indepaident Claim 25. When the recitations of Claims 42-45 
are considered in combination with the recitations of Claim 25, Applicants submit that dependent 
Claims 43-45 likewise are patentable over Manufacturing Marketplace, and finthcr in view of 
Maytag, Whirlpool, Kenmore, and Frigidaire. 
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For the reasons set forth above. Applicants re^ectfiilly request that the rejection of 
Claims 30-45 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) be withdrawn. 

Tlie rejection of Claims 4, 24, and 29 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatenUble 
over Matchmaker in view of product finding service offered by Diane Trommer, **Raychem 
intros sourcing site"» refrared to as Raychem, in view of official notice regarding e-commerce 
website design, referred to as Website design official notice, is respectfully traversed. 

Matchmaker is described above. Raychem describes a system that tells users how many 
products Raychem has that match specified criteria (page 1). Users can then click on the 
**compare products" link, which shows information on each of the identified products (page 1). 

Claim 4 depends fiiom Claim 1 which recites a method for production selection 
assistance, the method including '*receiving a product category selection; matching the product 
category selection against a product database to determine a plurahty of matched products; 
displaying a product matrix comprising a product entry for each of the matched products, each 
product entry comprising a model identifier and at least one product configuration parameter 
associated with the matched products; presenting a product configuration question relating to the 
at least one product configuration parameter displayed in the product matrix, wherein said 
presenting the product configuration question comprises presenting the product configuration 
question associated with a selected product configuration parameter chosen fi^om the at least one 
product configuration parameter; receiving a product configuration answer; and responsively 
updating the product matrix based on the product configuration answer to eliminate at least one 
product entry in the product matrix, wherein said responsively iqxlating comprises removing the 
selected product configuration parameter fixwn the product matrix." 

None of Matchmaker, Raychem, or the Website design official notice, considered alone 
or in combination, describe or suggest a method for production selection assistance as recited in 
Claim 1. Specifically, none of Matchmaker, Raychem, or the Website design official notice, 
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considered alone or in combination, describe or suggest responsively updating the product matrix 
based orv the product configuration answer to eliminate at least one product entry in the product 
matrix, where responsively updating includes removing the selected product configuration 
parameter firom the product matrix. Rather, MatchMaker describes selecting a search category, 
seeing a ^>roduct or a list of products that match search criteria, getting more information about a 
product/item by cUcldng on an item #, and choosing a search criteria that fits required specs fi'om 
one of the categories. Raychem describes clicking on the "compare products" link, which shows 
information on each of the identified products. For the reasons set forth above. Claim 1 is 
submitted to be patentable over Matchmaker in view of Raychem and fiirlher in view of the 
Website design official notice. 

"When the recitations of Claim 4 are considered in combination with the recitations of 
Claim 1 , Applicants submit that dependent Claim 4 likewise is patentable over Matchmaker in 
view of Raychem and further in view of the Website design official notice. 

Claim 24 depends fiom Claim 19 which recites a product selection assistance Intemet 
web page including "a matrix panel comprising a product matrix displaying a plurality of 
products using individual product entries comprising a model identifier and at least one product 
configuration parameter associated with the products; and a product configuration panel 
displaying a product configuration question and accepting a product configuration answer, the 
product matrix responsively updating based on the product configuration answer to eliminate at 
least one product entry in the product matrix, wherein the product configuration question relates 
to the at least one product configuration parameter displayed in the product matrix, the product 
configuration question based on a selected product configuration parameter chosen from the at 
least one product configuration parameter, and wherein the product matrix is responsively 
updated by removing the selected product configuration parameter fiom the product matrix," 
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None of Matchmaker, RBychem, or the Website design official notice, considered alone 
or in combination, describe or suggest a product selection assistance Internet web page as recited 
in Claim 19. Specifically, none of Matchmaker, Raychem, or the Website design official notice, 
considered alone or in combination, describe or suggest the product matrix is responsively 
updated by removing the selected product configuration parameter fix>m the product matrix. 
Rather, MatchMaker describes selecting a search category, seeing a product or a list of products 
that matoh search criteria, getting more information about a product/item by clicking on an item 
#, and choosing a search criteria that fits required specs ftom one of the categories. Raychem 
describes clicking on the "compare products" link, which shows information on each of the 
identified products. For the reasons set forth above. Claim 19 is submitted to be patoitable over 
Matchmaker in view of Raychem and fiirther in view of the Website design official notice. 

When the recitations of Claim 24 are considered in combination with the recitations of 
Claim 19, Applicants submit that dependent Claim 24 likewise is patentable over Matchmaker in 
view of ELaychem and fiirther in view of the Website design official notice. 

Claim 29 depends fix)m Claim 25 which recites a computer program product including "a 
storage medium readable by a processing circuit and storing for execution by the processing 
circuit: instructions for receiving a product category selection; instructions for matching the 
product category selection against a product database to determine a plurality of matched 
products; instructions for displaying product matrix comprising a product entry for each of the 
matched products, each product entry comprising a model identifier and at least one product 
configur^ion parameter associated with the matched products; instmctions for presenting a 
product configuration question related to the at least one product configuration parameter 
displayed in the product matrix, wherein said instructions for presenting include instructions 
configurod to present the product configurafion question associated with a selected product 
configuration parameter chosen fiom the at least one product configuration parameter; 
mstractiotis for receiving a product configuration answer, and instructions for responsively 
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updating the product matrix based on the product configuration answer to eliminate at least one 
product entry in the product matrix, wherein the instructions for responsively updating include 
instructions configured to remove the selected product configuration parameter firom the product 
matrix." 

None of Matchmaker, Raychem, or the Website design official notice, considered alone 
or in combination, describe or suggest a computer program product as recited in Claim 25. 
Specifically, none of Matchmaker, Raychem, or the Website design official notice, considered 
alone or in combination, describe or suggest instructions for responsively updating, where the 
instructions for responsively iq»dating include instructions configured to remove the selected 
product configuration parameter firom the product matrix. Rather, MatchMaker describes 
selecting, a search category, seeing a product or a list of products that match search criteria, 
getting more information about a product/item by clicking on an item #, and choosing a search 
criteria that fits required specs fiom one of the categories. Raychem describes clicking on the 
"compare products" link, which shows information on each of the identified products. For the 
reasons set forth above. Claim 25 is submitted to be patentable over Matchmaker in view of 
Raychem and fiirtfaer in view of the Website design oCQcial notice. 

When the recitations of Claim 29 are considered in combination with the recitations of 
Claim 25, Applicants submit that depmdent Claim 29 likewise is patentable over Matchmaker in 
view of Raychem and further in view of the Website design official notice. 

For the reasons set forth above. Applicants respectfiilly request that the rejection of 
Claims 4, 24, and 29 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) be withdrawn. 

Tte provisional rejections of Claims 1-13 and 30-33 under the judicially created doctrine 
of obvioiraness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over Claims 1-16 in copending U.S. 
Patent Application No. 09/681,393, of Claims 14-18 and 34-38 under the judiciaUy created 
doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over Claims 17-29 in the 
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copending U.S. Patent Application, and of Claims 25-29 and Claims 42-45 under the judicially 
created doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over Claims 30-35 
in the copending U.S. Patent Application, is respectfully traversed. Claims 2, 1 5, and 27 are 
canceled. Applicants respectfully submit Claims 1,17, 30, and 36, in copending U.S. Patent 
Apphcation No. 09/681,393, were amended in an amendment mailed August 30, 2004. For at 
least the reasons grven above. Applicants respectfully request that the provisional double 
patenting rejections of Claims 1-18, 25-38, and 42-45 be withdrawn. 

Di view of the foregoing remarks, this application is believed to be in condition for 
allowance. Reconsido^tion and favorable action is respectfully solicited. 



Respectfully Submitted, 




Thomas M. Fisher 
Registration No. 47,564 
ARMSTRONG TEASD ALE LLP 
One Metropolitan Square, Suite 2600 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102-2740 
(314)621-5070 
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